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T 
his publication is 

dedicated to all the 

volunteers  of ECG 

and features a number of 

photographs of our 

volunteers on the job, 

Volunteers Feedback 

Dear Fellow Volunteers  

R esignation of Yvonne Dewar  

As you will now know, Yvonne Dewar has resigned as Manager of ECG with effect from 

about the end of September in order to devote more time to her family. 

Yvonne has made a significant contribution to ECG since her appointment in January 2012. 

She has managed and overseen an enormous change in the operations of ECG and thanks to 

her efforts we are now well positioned for further change and possible expansion.  

 

A nnual Meeting 

The annual volunteers meeting is scheduled to be held on Friday 13 November in the 

Turramurra Uniting Church Hall, followed by a light lunch. I encourage you to attend and look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Frank Windeyer 

President 

Thank you to everyone who responded to the 

Volunteer Survey that was distributed in June. 

We had a great response, with 112 volunteers 

completing the survey.  Here is a snap shot of 

some of the results. 

 

The top reasons for volunteering are: helping 

the community, social interaction with other 

volunteers, exercise 

 96.5% of respondents are satisfied or 

very satisfied with the size of their team 

 87.5% of respondents are satisfied or 

very satisfied with the Newsletter 

 95.5% of respondents are satisfied with 

training provided by ECG 

 68.8% of respondents would like to see 

a volunteers’ page on the website. 

 99.1% of respondents would 

recommend volunteering with ECG to 

other people. 

The survey identified that not all volunteers are 

aware of the various ways that feedback may 

be given. Volunteer feedback is very valuable 

to ECG as it helps us to continually improve 

the way we support our volunteers and 

consumers. Here are some ways that 

volunteers are encouraged to leave feedback: 

 Talk to your team leader/coordinator 

 Leave a message on the ECG 

answering machine 

 Ring the office and speak directly with 

the person of your choice. 

 Email your feedback to 

volunteering@easycaregadening.org.au  
 Contact Sue Curry, who is your 

Volunteer Representative on the Board 

of Management. Sue may be contacted 

directly: 9878 3114, 0498 346 549 or 

sue.curry1@gmail.com 

A more comprehensive presentation of the 

results of the survey will be given at the 

Volunteers Meeting, following the GM, on  

Friday 13th November 2015. Hope to see you 

there! 

Coralie Jensen; Volunteer Manager 

mailto:volunteering@easycaregadening.org.au
mailto:sue.curry1@gmail.com


Around the Pathways  - Places to visit 
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F or many the best time to visit Sydney is 
in Spring, and I bet we are all waiting for 

that lovely Spring weather to arrive after 
experiencing the coldest July since 1998. 

O ne of the best and most iconic things 
about Springtime in any city is the 

colour and scent explosion that a bit of 
sunshine brings to gardens everywhere. 
There’s plenty on during Spring, so if you can 
get out and about then this is the best time of 
the year, not to hot and definitely not so cold. 

Here are a few suggestions: 

T he cold snap this year promises to bring 
an abundance of tulips in the highlands, 

so a trip to the Bowral Tulip festival - ‘Tulip 
Time’ must be on the cards. Make sure you 
visit between Tuesday 15 September and 
Sunday 27 September when they celebrate 
their 55th festival. 

T hen there is our Royal Botanic Gardens 
in Sydney, 30 hectare of public 

showcase for over 8,800 different species of 
plants. Every year the gardens are changed 
so you see new plants and garden beds. 
Check out the Spring Walk ‘Macquarie Walk ‘ 
within the Royal Botanic Garden. It is behind 
the Botanic Gardens restaurant and to the 
side of the gardening shop - well worth the 
walk!.  

G ardens at Blackheath are also worth a 

visit. The Blackheath  Rhododendron 

Festival runs from 23 October to 30 

November, with the parade and stalls on the  

first weekend in November. However, you 

can visit the gardens anytime in October to 

take in the glory of the wonderful 

rhododendrons and explore our wonderful 

Australian trees. Make the time to go to the 

Blue Gum Forest and Govetts Leap, they are 

so worth a visit. 

S omething closer to home is the 
Willoughby Spring Festival, the largest 

cultural and entertainment celebration on 
Sydney’s North Shore. The month long 
festival, held annually in September, features 
visual arts exhibitions, live entertainment, film 
and music performances, kids' and youth 
events, cultural and community celebrations 
and more. 

S pring also brings glorious colours across 
Sydney, with the flowering plum, lemon 

scented tea tree, blueberry and the red ash, 
to name a few. And let’s not forget the 
waratah our NSW emblem. 

 

 

A s I write 
this article I can almost feel the warmth 

from the sun on my face as I take in the 
glorious sights of Sydney in Spring,  

Enjoy!   

The Editor 

T his beautiful bird has ended up on 

Facebook ….. why you ask!? 

Well, he became a recent volunteer when he 

joined one of our gardening groups while they 

were working in a client’s garden in the Gordon 

area.  

He was so friendly as he hopped from one 

volunteer’s shoulder to another, then 

proceeded to use his/her beak to help sort the 

weeds. The volunteers fell in love with this 

wonderful bird who feel had been somebody’s 

pet to act in such a friendly manner. 

Easy Care Gardening staff arranged for Asquith Veterinary to take the bird into their safe 

hands and that’s how the ‘green– cheek conure’ ended up on Facebook as the Asquith Vet 

advertised for this little ‘muffin’  to be taken home.  

A s this article goes to press, until such time as this lovely bird is claimed by the rightful 

owner, ‘Muffin’ has been fostered by a family who recently lost their conure,  

It’s a bird’s life 

I f you are looking for 

gardening tips, try these 

sites: 

 Sustainable Gardening 

Australia -  

www.sgaonline.org.au 

 Greenworld  - 

www.greenworldmag.com.au  

 Garden Drum - 

www.gardendrum.com/ 

 

http://www.greenworldmag.com.au


Corporate Gardening is the way to go 

Easy Care Gardening Volunteer Garden Awards 2015 
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Eden Gardens 

301 Lane Cove Road, Nth 

Ryde.   Ph: 9491 9900  

 April : Margaret Skinner  

May: Mary Quinion 

June: Lisbeth Allen 

Hargraves Nurseryland 

630 Old Northern Road,  

Dural. Ph: 9651 1833  

 April: Janet Williamson  

May: Diana Swift 

June: Lee Dickson 

Parkers Nursery 

45 Tennyson Avenue, 

Turramurra. 

 Ph: 9487 3888  

 April: Wendy Robertson  

May: Gordon Nicholls 

June: Eileen Procter 

Peter Whitehead 

Appreciation 

Award 

Easy Care 

Gardening Inc 

sends warmest 

wishes and  

congratulations to: 

Trish Gosbell 

This award is for 

outstanding service 

to volunteering. 

 

 

 

O ur clients really do appreciate all 
the help we can provide. The 

following  wonderful corporate groups 
of volunteers from Paramount Pictures 
(photo on right) and Atlassian (photo 
below) eagerly took on the task of two 
challenging gardens. 

 

Here’s what one of the Paramount 
volunteers had to say - 

“I had a good chat with the couple who 
owned the property. They were very 
appreciative of everything that the Viacommunity group of volunteers were doing for them. 
Their large backyard had been overrun for a long time and because the land backs onto 
national park the local fire brigade had issued them a notice to clean up their property because 
of a possible fire hazard. They are both in their 80’s and were unable to physically complete the 
work required and were very thankful that our large group was able to complete the entire job” 

 
 
And a volunteer from Atlassian exclaimed - 
  
‘We really enjoyed the opportunity to help 

out and get out of the office, so thank you 
very much again!  Looking forward to 
volunteering with Easy Care again in the 
future.’ 

 

 

S o if you know of any Corporate 
businesses that would benefit from 
this ‘free exercise’  we offer, why 

don’t you suggest they contact Easy 
Care Gardening! 

 

Welcome to all our new 
volunteers 

W orking bees: We are always looking for volunteers so if you have a friend 

or a relative that would be interested to become a volunteer for ECG please 

call the office on 9983-1644 

‘Before and after’ 

The weeds 



Gnome news corner -  Our volunteers  

The three P’s - Jo McGahey 

V olunteers are not 
paid - not 

because they are 
worthless but because 
they are priceless. 

Fun and Tips Section 

Page 4 Spr ing 2015 Newsletter   

 

S pot the bird!  

A client of Easy Care Gardening Mrs 

Matula spotted with friend ‘Maggie’  

Our lovely birds really enjoy networking 

with us humans. 

 

T here are several groups of volunteers at ECG and we would like to recognise 
and thank each group for their wonderful contribution to the community. 

 
Thank you to the gardening teams, without your contribution our clients’ gardens would be 
overgrown and a sorry sight. 
 
Many thanks to all the mulch guys who do a great job (even in the rain) to deliver the mulch 
for the gardening teams.  
 
To the hard working mowing team, thankyou for keeping those lawns in  order. 
 
Let us not forget the volunteers who assist in the office or  from their home, with their help 
staff at the office can dedicate more time to the clients, along with the new reporting 
obligations that the government now requires. 

Spring … Planting Pruning and Protecting.  

It is Spring time, almost, really! .. I promise... even if it doesn’t feel like it. Nevertheless you 
can still concentrate on the three P’s in the Spring flower garden. 

P LANT... if no danger from frost, alyssum, petunias, snapdragons and candytuft.  

P RUNE… after their Autumn flowering sasanqua camellias may be pruned to shape if 
necessary. Finish pruning  your winter-flowering roses.  

P ROTECT… spray and feed all citrus and rose bushes after pruning. Keep watch for 
aphids on new growth and buds. Slugs and snails are on the prowl. Protect plants with 
snail pellets. Spray azaleas with systemic fungicide to prevent petal blight. Water 
azaleas regularly, at the base of the plant, as they have very shallow roots. Do not wet 
the petals. Last but not least, lawns can be sprayed for bindii. 

T he mulch team 
can always use 

an extra pair of hands, 
particularly in summer 
when the mulch 
season gets into full 
swing. Please ring the 
office if you would like 
to be part of the mulch 
team. 

If you surrender to the 
wind, you can ride it. 
 
- Toni Morrison 

 

B end those knees, okay 

some of you can take a 

break! 

Some of our great volunteers at work - Anne Scrivener, Cycle Li, 

Graham McCarthy, Andrew Fraser, Claire Honson. 

T ake a look at 
the knees of 

some of these very 
weary volunteers! 
Only half way 
through the job the 
volunteers took a 
break and out 
came the camera.   
 
ECG Coordinator 

Jennifer Nakhla said  ‘A very challenging garden but a 

wonderful result was achieved’. 

Photo above: From left to right - Gordon Nicholls, Herb Schoch, 
Andrew Fraser, Graham McCarthy, Doug Hastings, Dave Duvall, Sybil 
Jeyaraj, Marie Clarke, Peter Garrard, Claire Honson. 


